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National Career Readiness Certificate

Platinum-Level Recipients
All juniors in South Carolina must take the ACT WorkKeys test each year, but only 
a select few score at the platinum level of certification. In fact, only 94 students in 
South Carolina earned a platinum score last year.

Two platinum-level students, Lake Summers from Lexington High and Sydney 
Womack from River Bluff High, are seniors this year in Lexington District 
One. Both students scored at least a 6 out of 7 on all three WorkKeys National 
Career Readiness Certification assessments (Reading for Information, Applied 
Mathematics, and Locating Information).

Summers and Womack were recognized for their platinum scores by State 
Superintendent Molly Spearman in September. The platinum level certifies  
them as ready for 99 percent of available jobs.

National Merit Scholarship Program Semifinalists
Ten high schoolers from Lexington District One are 
among the outstanding students selected as National 
Merit Scholarship Program semifinalists.

Semifinalists represent the top one percent of U.S. high 
school seniors, notably those who scored the highest in 
their state on the 2015 Preliminary SAT.

Lexington District One’s semifinalists are Sergei Alexeev, 
James Clayton, Jessica Fields and Ratna Patel from 
Lexington High; Mehmet Cakir, Mihir Dutta, Karis Ryu 
and Sydney Womack from River Bluff High; and John 
Clemens and Mark Shepherd from White Knoll High. 

About 90 percent of the semifinalists will be named 
finalists in February 2017. They then compete for 7,500 
National Merit Scholarships worth a total of $33 million. 

The Lexington County School District One Board of Trustees honored Board Member  
Ed Harmon, Ph.D., and thanked him for his 16 years of service and leadership. Harmon was 
elected in 2000, serving as board chair from 2007–2009 and vice chair from 2006–2007  
and 2010–2016. 

During Harmon’s tenure on the board, Lexington District One built 14 new schools  
to accommodate the rapid growth in Lexington County. Today the district serves more than  
25,000 students from pre-kindergarten through grade 12 and has about 3,700 employees. 

Harmon is a graduate of Lexington High, as is his wife, Deborah, and his son, Adam.
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Honoring Lexington County School District One students and staff receiving state, national and international awards
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2016 American School Counselor Association 
School Counselor of the Year Finalist

A middle school counselor from Lexington District One is up for a 
prestigious national award. 

Jennifer Adams, director of school counseling at Carolina Springs  
Middle School, is one of five finalists for the 2017 School Counselor of the 
Year. The honor is given by the American School Counselor Association. 

Adams is past-president of the Palmetto State School Counselor Association. She’s 
worked in Lexington District One since 2004, previously at Lake Murray Elementary and 
Rocky Creek Elementary. 

As a national finalist, Adams will travel to Washington, D.C., in early January for three 
days of celebratory and educational events, including a visit to the White House.

Dollar General
Literacy Foundation 
Grant Recipient

Pleasant Hill Elementary will benefit this year from Dollar 
General’s mission to support youth literacy.

PHES Literacy Coach Jennifer Jones was awarded a $3,000 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation Youth Literacy Grant, which 
is part of $4.5 million being donated nationwide this school 
year. She will purchase professional books for the teachers’ 
library as well as books for students.

The Dollar General Literacy Foundation grants are aimed at 
supporting teachers, schools and organizations with resources 
to strengthen and enhance literacy instruction. Funds can be 
used to purchase new technology, books or software.

The College Board 
AP Reader
Two Lexington District One teachers were 
chosen to assist in the grading of national 
Advanced Placement exams last spring.

Jamie Spires from Gilbert High was an  
AP Reader for AP Human Geography, while 
White Knoll High’s Susan Scott was an  
AP Reader for the AP Calculus exam. 

To become an AP Reader, a teacher needs 
to have a minimum of three years as an AP 
instructor. Only the best are selected by the 
College Board to ensure quality and consistent 
grades for students. 

All AP Readers go through detailed training and 
have the opportunity to exchange ideas and 
experiences with other teachers from around 
the country.



South Carolina 

Philharmonic 

Youth Orchestras 

Program Strings 

Orchestra 

Conductor

Meredith Miller, the orchestra director  
at Pelion High School, has been asked  
to serve as the conductor of the South 
Carolina Philharmonic Youth Orchestras 
Strings Orchestra.

Strings Orchestra is a strings-only group 
with exceptional students from all Midlands 
school districts. Miller will rehearse with 
the Strings Orchestra once a week.

Like the other South Carolina Youth 
Orchestras, the Strings Orchestra has three 
concerts throughout the year on the Koger 
Center Stage.

National Consortium for Health 
Science Scholarship Recipient
Two members of the White Knoll High faculty attended 
a national conference thanks to support from the South 
Carolina Health Occupations Students of America (SC HOSA).

Katrina Haynes and Amy Donaldson each received a $2,000 
scholarship to participate in the National Consortium for 
Health Science Conference in Louisville on October 12-14. 

The conference focused on classroom methods, social media, 
health care essentials and other topics of interest to health 
care professionals.

Goethe-Institut/American Association  
of Teachers of German Certificate of Merit

A foreign language teacher at River  
Bluff High has been honored by her 
teaching peers.

Sarah Buckliew, a German instructor at 
RBHS, recently received the Certificate of 
Merit from the Goethe-Institut/American 
Association of Teachers of German.

A highly competitive award, the Certificate of Merit 
honors those who have demonstrated achievement in 
furthering the teaching of German through innovative 
curriculum and creative teaching strategies. 

A member of the South Carolina chapter of the American 
Association of Teachers of German, Buckliew is also 
head women’s cross-country coach and assistant varsity 
track-and-field coach at RBHS.
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21st Century 
Community Learning 
Center Grant 
Recipient

Forts Pond 
Elementary will 
receive funding for 
the next four years to support 
after-school activities that 
encourage students to keep 
learning even after the school 
day is over. 

Grant funding from the U.S. 
Department of Education’s 21st 
Century Community Learning 
Centers program was obtained 
by Trish James, Lizzy Siceloff, 
Michelle Smith, Allyson Stoy 
and Stephanie Taylor. 

The grant program helps 
schools to create academically 
rich activities focusing on core 
subjects such as math and 
literacy. At FPES, the four-year 
grant totaling $422,438 will 
allow the school to operate an 
extended day program for 75 
FPES students, allowing RTI 
and resource students to receive 
additional instruction on top of 
the core instruction they receive 
during the regular school day.

Special Olympics Unified  
Champion Schools Funding  
Recipients

Three Lexington District One schools will continue to show their support for 
Special Olympics and Special Olympics athletes with a new round of funding. 
Unified Champion Schools receive direct school support that can be used for 
transportation or sports equipment, merchandise credit for T-shirts or uniforms, 
and school resources kits to assist with advocacy efforts. 

Dedicated to fostering acceptance and respect for all students, Unified Champion 
Schools go above and beyond to bring youth with and without intellectual 
disabilities together to play sports and build friendships. 

Mary Ashley Rodriguez and Anne Peterson from Pleasant Hill Middle helped 
their school receive $200 in direct school support, $100 in merchandise and 
school resource kits. 

Cindy Stiltner obtained $400 in direct school support for Oak Grove Elementary, 
as well as school resource kits to promote Unified Clubs and Sports at the school. 

For Midway Elementary, Stephanie Hunt helped the school obtain $250 in direct 
school support and $150 in merchandise credit. 

Tractor Supply Grants  
for Growing Recipient
Gilbert High’s Derrick Cooper is one of only two teachers  
in South Carolina to receive a Grant for Growing from  
Tractor Supply this year. 

Funding for the new Grants for Growing program  
was collected in February at Tractor Supply retail  
locations. Grant applications must be for sustainable  
projects that can benefit future FFA members. 

Cooper obtained $4,000 from the national retail  
chain for GHS FFA. Funds will be used to establish  
a perennial fruit garden at GHS growing blueberries,  
muscadines and blackberries.

Lexington County School District One does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in admission to, access to, 
treatment in or employment in its programs and activities. The following people have been designated to handle inquiries or complaints. The Chief Human 
Resources Officer handles inquiries/complaints regarding Title IX. Inquiries/complaints regarding Section 504 for elementary students go to the Coordinator of 
ESOL/RtI and for secondary students to the Director of School Counseling and Advisement. The Mathematics Coordinator handles inquiries/complaints regarding 
Title II. Contact these people if you have questions regarding these issues at 100 Tarrar Springs Road, Lexington, SC 29072 and telephone number (803) 821-1000.

References to trademark and brand ownership have been removed for ease of reading, but in all cases should be taken as read and respected.


