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District scores The State’s 
Best Public School District
Readers of  The State newspaper voted Lexington District One the Best 
Public School District for the fourth year running. The district also 
received the award in 2015, 2016 and 2017.

The State’s annual “best of ” contest allows local residents to vote on 
their favorite restaurants, services, schools and more. The newspaper 
announced the winners on November 4 in a special supplement to  
the paper.

One of  the fastest-growing school districts in the state, ranking sixth  
in total enrollment, we are proud of  our excellent academic reputation. 

As educators, our students’ academics, arts and athletic accomplishments,  
and the accomplishments of  our teachers and professional staff fill us 
with pride. 

Students excel in state and national award-winning marching bands, 
symphonic bands, choral programs, strings programs and athletic 
programs. They also consistently outperform the state and national 
averages on assessments including ACT, PSAT and SAT.

Lexington District One now serves more than  
26,800 students from Pre-kindergarten  
to Grade 12 with more than 3,740  
employees (not including substitutes)  
and 30 schools (17 elementary  
schools, seven middle schools,  
five high schools and one  
technology center).

Lucky #13!
LHS Golf Team wins again
Other sports dynasties envy the success of  the 
Lady Wildcats golf  team. For the third straight 
season and the 13th time in 15 years, LHS won 
the state golf  title on October 23.

Team members include Lexington High’s Emily 
D. Beiers, Bella A. Bernagozzi, Isabella H. Rawl 
and Karlee M. Vardas; Pleasant Hill Middle’s 
Emily C. Barnett; and S.C. Association of  
Independent Home Schools’ Ellie B. Hardwick 
and Molly C. Hardwick.

This team of  eighth-graders, ninth-graders and 
10th-graders kept the competition at bay during 
the two-day state tournament. The team shot 
a 613, an amazing 27 strokes better than the 
runner-up team from Blythewood High School.

Freshman Rawl won the tournament by 
shooting a 2 under par 144, with Vardas close 
on her heels with a second-place 148. Molly 
Hardwick tied for fourth place overall with 150.
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LHS wins film competition 
by showing kindness
A short film created by Lexington High TV crew members Hayden S. 
Boozer, Josh T. Carroll, William C. Crouch, Chase A. Dadabo, Greer E. 
Fowler, Valerie C. Heaton, Payton A. Hollis, Hannah K. Norris, Joseph 
G. Quan, Morgan N. Rish, Emmie T. Thompson and Coleman C. 
Verburg took Best in Show honors recently.

Students submitted their film, “It Doesn’t Take Much to be Kind,” to the 
Columbia Jewish Film Festival’s S.C. Student Short Film Competition. 
The Nickelodeon Theater in Columbia showed the winning film during 
the Sunday Shorts program on October 21.

These aspiring filmmakers created a film using the theme Lo Ta’amod, 
a concept defined as not standing by while others are threatened or 
mistreated with rudeness, bullying, violence, racism or intolerance.

With creative leadership by Hollis and Norris, Wildcat TV moved the judges 
with their portrayal of  the topic, winning the team a $500 cash prize.

Hardy swims to state title
Although dozens of  swimmers jumped into the pool during the state 
swimming championships, Lexington High’s Jackson “J.J.” Hardy jumped 
out with a state title.

Competing in the 100-meter butterfly, the junior won with a time of  
50.45 seconds. 

Hardy’s 5A state championship swim came as no surprise to anyone 
following his season.

Leading up to the state meet, Hardy won both the 50-meter freestyle and 
200-meter freestyle in his final home meet this season. He also collected 
first-place victories at the Blue Devil Invitational, winning the 200-meter 
freestyle and 100-meter butterfly.

Community grants 
provide health 
meals, outdoor fun
Lexington High’s N. 
Dawne Houck and 
White Knoll Middle’s 
Joe L. Albino each 
successfully applied 
for a Walmart 
Community Grant 
designed to meet 
unique needs at their 
schools. 

For the second year in 
a row, Albino received 
a $2,000 Walmart 
grant for the WKMS 
athletics program.

Coaches use these 
funds to purchase 

a healthy meal for 
athletes prior to 
every game. Last 
year, WKMS fed the 
football, volleyball, 
and girls and boys 
basketball teams, as 
well as cheerleaders, 
before their games.

Students enjoy studying 
outdoors at LHS after 
Houck won a $500 
grant. The school 
purchased picnic 
tables with umbrellas 
to create an outdoor 
classroom setting.
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‘Beautiful’ grant 
brings trees to RBHS
River Bluff High’s Amy P. Price won a grant 
that allows her students to beautify their school 
campus for years to come.

Price applied for a tree grant from 
PalmettoPride, which collaborated with the  
S.C. Department of  Corrections Nursery 
Operations to grow dozens of  trees to  
beautify public places such as parks, schools  
and churches in South Carolina. 

RBHS received 30 dogwood trees which they 
will plant across the campus. 

The students will also  
participate in the  
Great American  
Cleanup in the spring.

Step right up and win a prize 
at the State Fair!
Students showed off their range of  talents and 
artistic skill during the annual S.C. State Fair by 
winning many blue ribbon awards.

First-place winners include Carolina Springs 
Middle’s Aliza G. Allison and Anna M. Miller; 
Gilbert Middle’s Desireé H. Kinard; Lexington 
High’s Hailey N. Williamson; Lexington 
Middle’s Lizzy S. Sykes, Sarah C. Sykes 
and Alana N. White; Midway Elementary’s 
Maribella G. Hinson; Pelion Middle’s Gabriela 
M. Balleza, Anabelle I. Creech and Addyson 
G. Park; Pleasant Hill Elementary’s Bryson 
A. Carlton, Carson R. Myers and McKenna 
R. Myers; Pleasant Hill Middle’s Molly E. 
Kozemko, Emmeline C. McKelvey, Eliza 
L. Mills and Ethan R. Willie; White Knoll 
Elementary’s Oliver K. Logsdon; and White 
Knoll High’s Mackenzie F. Organ and Preston 
J. Wages. 

With help from their art teachers, several 
students won first place in the fair’s Student Art 

competition. Hinson, Kinard, Logsdon and 
Wages won for 3D art projects, while Carlton 
and White won their grade level in 2D art. 

First-place photographers included Organ, 
as well as Carson and McKenna Myers, with 
McKenna Myers winning “Best of  Show” for 
the entire elementary category.

In the Home and Craft competition, McKelvey 
took first place for her baking for the second 
year in a row, this time for key lime pie, while 
Mills brought home a blue ribbon for her 
handmade quilt. Judges awarded Balleza 
not only first place for her cookies, but also 
an overall purple ribbon for Best Decorated 
Cookies or Individual Cakes by Youth. 

Equestrian winners include Allison, Creech, 
Kozemko, Miller, Park, Lizzy Sykes, Sara Sykes, 
Williamson and Willie. Students won first place 
by demonstrating exceptional control of  their 
horses as they completed a series of  actions.

Gabriela Balleza

Emmeline McKelvey

WKES wins Dollar General 
youth literacy grant
White Knoll 
Elementary ESOL 
Teacher Jennifer S. 
Gillespie recently 
received a Dollar 
General Literacy 
Foundation Youth 
Literacy Grant to 
support literacy 
initiatives.

Gillespie submitted 
a grant proposal 
titled “Dollars for 
Development — 
Youth Literacy,” 
winning $2,500.

WKES will use the 
money to purchase 
professional 
development 
resources for all 
teachers to assist 
them in providing 
targeted small-group 
instruction in reading 
and writing.

Gillespie says creating 
a common language 
and philosophy 
around literacy 
instruction with the 
shared resources 

will improve how 
WKES distinguishes 
instruction for their 
diverse population of  
learners.

Dollar General 
Literacy Foundation 
offers funding to 
support the growth 
of  literacy for all ages 
and backgrounds.
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RBES teacher 
publishes new 
Special Olympics 
resource

Using years of  
experience, RBES 
Physical Education 
Teacher Pattie P. 
Corley developed 
a new resource for 
athletes with special 
needs and their 
mentors.

Corley designed games and activities for Young 
Athletes, a Special Olympics program that 
introduces basic sports skills, such as running, 
kicking and throwing, to students ages 2 to 7.

Special Olympics South Carolina published 
Corley’s ideas in their Challenge Book, which 
provides all South Carolina schools information 
to use with their Young Athletes programs. 

Teachers across the state can now use her 
activities and suggestions as a guide to support 
their athletes with special needs.

The Challenge Book encourages students to use 
the motor skills and movements they learned 
and apply them to additional activities. Students 
and teachers can also monitor their progress.

Blue-ribbon art educators
Pleasant Hill Elementary students won the most 
ribbons for art entries at the S.C. State Fair, 
earning their teachers special recognition.

Art Teachers Anya S. Degtyareva and Patricia 
M. Green received the S.C. State Fair Student 
Art Education Teacher Award for shaping and 
supporting their students’ artistic talents.

Sixteen PHES students won first-, second- or 
third-place ribbons and multiple merit awards 
in the 2D and 3D student art competitions.

Green and Degtyareva lead their students with 
a combined 39 years of  experience.

MGMS named state’s first EL 
Education Credential school
Meadow Glen Middle 
School, which opened 
its doors in August of  
2012 as the first EL 
Education school in 
South Carolina, seeks 
to personalize each 
student’s experience 
in a service-minded 
culture where 
all learners have 
opportunity and 
access to highly 
engaging instruction.

Now MGMS joins 
a prestigious list 
of  schools earning 
an EL Education 
Credential. In fact, 
only 36 schools 
nationwide have 
earned the distinction 
of  becoming an EL 
Education Credential 
school. 

MGMS becomes 
South Carolina’s first.

EL Education 
defines achievement 
as mastery in three 
areas, all of  which are 
powerfully associated 
with success in 
college and career — 
character, high-quality 
student work, and 
mastery of  knowledge 
and skills.

To develop 
character, MGMS 
established consistent 
schoolwide “Habits of  
Scholarship,” such as 
tenacity, leadership, 
communication, 
collaboration and 
integrity. The entire 
school community 
works daily on 
practicing the Habits 
of  Scholarship both in 
and out of  school.

All MGMS students 
participate in case 
studies, research 

and service learning 
connected to 
academic standards 
and toward building a 
better world.

Students and teachers 
participated in 
countless projects 
and touched the lives 
of  children in foster 
care, flood victims 
in our community, 
individuals needing 
hurricane relief  in 
Houston, Texas, and 
families in Africa. 

Grade levels study 
different expedition 
topics — Rules to 
Live By, What’s the 
Cost?, Take a Stand 
— giving students 
the opportunity 
to thoughtfully 
debate and research 
numerous points of  
view each year.
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MCEC funding illuminates

‘Bright Ideas’
Five Lexington District One schools recently received funding from Mid-
Carolina Electric Cooperative through their Bright Ideas Grant program.

Fall winners include Carolina Springs Middle’s Jennifer S. Simmons, 
Forts Pond Elementary’s H. Lizzy Siceloff, Meadow Glen Elementary’s 
Shannon B. Frye, Saxe Gotha Elementary’s M. Catie Hooker, and White 
Knoll Middle’s Suzanne M. Brooks and Candace Lett. 

Educators receive up to $1,000 to support ideas and initiatives to energize 
their classroom. MCEC awards approximately $16,000 in grants each 
October.

This round of  Bright Ideas funding will allow teachers to complete 
projects with their students by purchasing items such as a desktop 
Vaquform machine to make masks and props for upcoming theater 
productions, supplies to teach students how to silkscreen print and 
materials for innovative learning through coding.

CSMS’s Jennifer Simmons and Principal Brice Cockfield

NASSP names Clamp 2019 
National Principal of the Year
Education and political leaders from across 
the state to surprise River Bluff High Principal 
Luke C. Clamp, Ed.d. 

As part of  a well-orchestrated plan, Dr. 
Greg Little arranged for Clamp to meet 
him off*campus, leaving RBHS clear for the 
preparation of  a surprise announcement  
from the National Association of  Secondary 
School Principals.

The entire staff and student body gathered 
in the gymnasium. When Little and Clamp 
arrived back at RBHS’s gymnasium, the  
room erupted.

Dr. Christine Handy, president of  the National 
Association of  Secondary School Principals, 
then announced that Clamp was the new 2019 
National Principal of  the Year. 

“South Carolina is blessed with tremendous 
school leaders, and we could not be more 
proud that Dr. Luke Clamp will represent our 

state and nation as the 2019 National Principal 
of  the Year,” said State Superintendent of  
Education Molly Spearman. “Dr. Clamp 
has set a climate at River Bluff that supports 
teachers and fosters student learning. There is 
no one more deserving of  this honor.”

Even before the doors to RBHS opened in 2013, 
Clamp worked tirelessly to create an environment 
that would support, engage and challenge 
students and staff.

Beginning in 2011, he assisted in the design of  
RBHS’s flexible modular schedule complete 
with independent learning time. This unique 
approach allows students to make decisions and 
manage their own time in challenging, active and 
meaningful ways.

Clamp demonstrates his love for each student 
by fostering a culture of  openness, building 
relationships and giving them resources needed 
to take control of  their own education.
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Employees  
‘LEAP’ to aid others
Funded solely by donations from Lexington District One employees, 
the Lexington Emergency/Education Assistance Plan offers financial 
assistance to employees and students in need. Employees contribute 
during a two-week-long LEAP Campaign held at the beginning of  
each school year by the Lexington School District One Educational 
Foundation.

During the 2018–2019 campaign, 2,629 employees donated $150,347.

Top contributions came from Gilbert Elementary, represented by  
S. Ryan Allman and Ginger H. McCullar; Maintenance, represented 
by Donna W. Gaines; New Providence Elementary, represented by Kelli 
H. Boyleston and Kelly B. Watkins; Oak Grove Elementary, represented 
by Diane E. Schacht and Mary Catherine Whisnant; Pelion High, 
represented by Effie H. Bailey and Dona P. Smith; and Pelion Middle, 
represented by Corey M. Bedenbaugh and Lynn Martin. 

Among elementary schools, GES, NPES and OGES had the highest 
increase in giving, while PMS and PHS employees had the highest 
increase for middle and high schools, respectively. 

Maintenance employees donated the most among district-level offices.

Schools with 100 percent participation in the LEAP Campaign this year 
include Gilbert Primary, represented by Mandy J. Grigsby and Clarice D. 
Mondeel; Lake Murray Elementary, represented by Kim T. Nunnery and 
Christy S. Peters; and Rocky Creek Elementary, represented by Andrea J. 
Davies and Paula R. Langdale; and PHS.

Fiscal Services 
racks up 
accolades
The Fiscal Services Office received 
two accolades for the Fiscal Year 2017 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.

Chief  Financial Officer John C. Butler, as well 
as Deena S. Bishop, David A. Cobb, Donna 
M. Patten and Debra W. Seymour, represented 
Fiscal Services at the awards presentations.

Both the Association of  School Business 
Officials International and the Government 
Finance Officers Association recognized the 
district with top honors. The district received  
a Certificate of  Excellence in Financial 
Reporting from ASBO and a Certificate of  
Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting from GFOA.

In fact, Fiscal Services 
received the ASBO 
award for the 24th 
consecutive year and 
the GFOA award for 
the 23rd consecutive 
year.

Earning these 
honors, the highest 
forms of  recognition 
in the areas of  

governmental accounting and financial 
reporting, represents a significant 
accomplishment. The achievement signifies 
the district met or exceeded each association’s 
highest standards for financial reporting and 
accountability.

LEXINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE

Lexington, South Carolina

Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2017

Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report
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Thanks for the gift of service
Lexington County School District One thanks Sandra Backman, Debra 
L. Knight and Dr. Bradley R. Pitts for their eight years of  service on the 
Board of  Trustees. 

They dedicated countless hours advocating for students and staff, 
lobbying representatives for legislation focused on public education,  
and personally supporting all the district’s and schools’ events, programs 
and projects.

Backman, Knight and Pitts proved invaluable as leaders in Lexington 
District One by giving freely of  their time and talents with no expectation 
of  financial reward. We will miss them.

A graduate of  Lexington High School, Sandra Backman works locally  
as an orthodontic assistant for The Braces Place. 

She loves living and working in Lexington, and stays busy with her 
husband and two children. Her son graduated from White Knoll High, 
while her daughter currently attends high school there.

A real people person, Backman attends First Baptist Church in 
Lexington, where she volunteers with the 3:16 puppeteers.

A veteran public educator and current board chair, Debbra Knight 
brought her experience as a kindergarten teacher, substitute and 
volunteer at Midway Elementary to the board.

She serves the Lexington community as a member of  Lexington Medical 
Center’s Women of  HOPE Helping Families in the Community, the 
Lexington County School District One Educational Foundation board 
and the Friends of  the Lexington Library, and continues to support 
public education as a member of  the National Association for the 
Education of  Young Children and Palmetto State Teachers Association.

Knight holds a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from the 
University of  Oklahoma and a master’s degree in Divergent Learning.

Current board secretary and father of  two Lexington District One 
students, Dr. Brad Pitts volunteers his time with the Lexington Rotary 
Club, Greater Lexington Chamber of  Commerce and Mt. Horeb United 
Methodist Church.

Active in the American Dental Association and the South Carolina 
Dental Association, he opened his dental practice in 2003.

Pitts graduated from the University of  South Carolina College of  
Pharmacy in 1993 and the Medical University of  South Carolina 
College of  Dental Medicine in 2001.



References to trademark and brand ownership have been removed for ease of  reading, but in all cases should be taken as read and respected.

Lexington County School District One is committed to a policy of  nondiscrimination and equal opportunity for all students, parents/legal guardians, staff, visitors, 
personnel and community members who participate or seek to participate in its programs or activities. Therefore, the district does not discriminate against any 
individual on the basis of  race, religion, sex (including pregnancy, childbirth, or any related medical conditions), color, disability, age, genetic information, national 
origin, or any other applicable status protected by local, state, or federal law.

The district will use the grievance procedures set forth in policy to process complaints based on alleged violations of  Title VI of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964; Title VII 
of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964; Title IX of  the Education Amendments Act of  1972; Section 504 of  the Rehabilitation Act of  1973; the Age Discrimination Act of  
1975; the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of  1967; the Equal Pay Act of  1963; the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of  2008; and Titles I and II  
of  the Americans with Disabilities Act of  1990.

The district designates specific individuals to handle inquiries or complaints. To find out who to contact and how to contact them, please go to our website at  
http://www.lexington1.net/contact-us.


